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Switching to an 
(almost) all-

electronic depository 
Western Washington University 

Rob Lopresti 
May 2014 



2013  

• 50th anniversary as a Federal Depository 
• Selecting 5,679 items (56%) 
• Tangible: 1,562 (34%) 



The change  

• Asked to consider becoming (almost) all-
electronic 

• The Reason: 
• Staffing  
• (Not space) 



The process:  

• Consulted: 
• Govdocs-L 
• NGIN 
• State Library (I thought) 
• WWU Faculty 

• Notified: 
• NGIN 
• State Library 
• GPO 

 
 



Selecting 

• Checked Basic and Essential Lists 
• Took advice from Govdocs-L 
• Asked faculty about specific titles 
 



We kept 

• Maps 
• Anything about Washington 
• Public Papers of the Presidents 
• Foreign Relations of the U.S. 
• World Factbook 
• Handbook of North American Indians 
• Constitution of the U.S., A & I 
• Etc. 

 
 



Concerns  

• Selective housing agreements 
• Replacing paper series with electronic series 
• Get Marcive Documents without Shelves, or 

equiv. 
• Be prepared to buy replacements. 



2014 

• Select: 4,393 
• Tangible: 71 

 



Reactions? 

• So far, none. 



Incorporating 
GovDocs into an 

undergraduate 
documents-

based research 
course 

Justin Otto 
jotto@ewu.edu 



CSBS 331  

• Course focused on documents-based research 
in the social sciences 
– Documents doesn’t necessarily mean GovDocs, 

but in this case it did! 

• The course has themes 
– Spring 2012: U.S. Constitutional Crisis 
– Fall 2012: The Kennedy Assassination 

• Library instruction in the location and use of 
GovDocs was incorporated into the course 



Outcomes  
• This was a great opportunity to demonstrate the value 

of GovDocs as a resource for academic research 
 

• Research guide from Fall 2012: 
– http://research.ewu.edu/content.php?pid=390944&sid=3

216820 
 

• The experience was written up in an article: 
– Victor, P., Otto, J., & Mutschler, C. (2013). Assessment of library 

 instruction on undergraduate student success in a documents-
 based research course: The benefits of librarian, archivist, 
 and faculty collaboration. Collaborative Librarianship 5 (3), 
 154-176. 

http://research.ewu.edu/content.php?pid=390944&sid=3216820
http://research.ewu.edu/content.php?pid=390944&sid=3216820


Active learning ideas for 
government document instruction 

 

NGIN Documents Potluck   May 19, 2014 
Marilyn Von Seggern, Washington State University Libraries 



 

Definition 
 

“With an active learning approach, teachers 
design instruction that invites students to take 
action and to reflect on the skills and/ or the 
knowledge required to complete a task.”  
 

Timothy G. Thomas, ‘Active Learning’ in Encyclopedia of the Social 
and Cultural Foundations of Education.  Sage Publications, Inc. , 
2009. 



 
 
    

2 active learning ideas 
 

• Class participation in constructing a 
government organization chart  
 

• Paired interview and search 
 



Class contr ibutions toward an  
organization char t 

 

• Establish 3 branches of government 
• What are the major  components of each 

branch? 
• What types of government publications 

are produced? 
 
 



 

Paired interview and search exercise 
 

• Demo catalog search for executive and 
legislative documents on sample topics 

• Demo usa.gov search on same topics; link to 
agency web pages for further searching 

• Pairs of students share topics, search for 
partner’s documents and then their own 



 
 

Fluidsurvey exercise 
• Br iefly interview the person next to you. Find out her /his topic, 

background information on the topic, and synonyms or  keywords that 
would be helpful in the search for  information.      I nput:   a. Topic;             
b. Other information (keywords, dates, history, etc.) 

• Using Search I t, locate 2 government documents that would provide 
information on that topic.   I nput:  a. Executive Branch document: 
Title, issuing agency, date;   b.  Legislative Branch document: Title, 
Congressional Issuing Body, date 

• Use usa.gov or  an agency home page to find a government document 
for  your  own topic (must be different than the 2 selected for  you by 
your  par tner)    I nput:   a.  Which government agency or office 
published the document?    b.  Briefly describe why this document 
might be a good resource for your research project. 



Searching Digital 
Primary Sources 

Michele Reilly 
History 515 
January 2014 
 



Overview 
 
• Where to start 
• Developing relevant search terms 
• Assessing results 
• Digging a little deeper 
• Obvious and not so obvious places to look 
• An alphabet of places to try 

• LOC, NARA, IA, NDNP 
• The dreaded copyright question 

 
 



Assess the results 
.edu – university websites 
 
.gov – government websites (state 
and federal) 
 
.org – public libraries, museums, 
historical societies 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/essays/152/ 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/essays/152/


Library of Congress National Archives  

State Libraries 

Newspapers 

University websites 

Internet Archives 

Public Libraries, Historical societies and 
Museums, Hathi Trust 



Copyright 
• Public Domain 
• What can use you? 

 



A Three-Bean Salad 
of Proposed Regulations  

RegInfo.gov 
FederalRegister.gov 

Regulations.gov 
 
 
 

























END 
 

(regs keep in the fridge for about a week) 

Cass Hartnett 
U.S. Documents Librarian 

University of Washington Libraries 
cass@uw.edu 



US Courts: 
Cases and Information 

Peggy Jarrett 
Gallagher Law Library 

University of Washington 
 

http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/judbranch.html 

http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/judbranch.html


Case Law 

 Created by judges in the course of 
resolving disputes 

 The written resolution of the issues 
 The words “case,” “opinion,” and 

“decision” are often used interchangeably 
 Not a jury verdict 
 Published (online or print) in “reporters” 

 



Publication of Opinions 

 United States Reports is the reporter in 
Federal Depository Library Program 

 Lower federal court opinions are 
commercially published  

 E-Government Act of 2002: Appellate 
court opinions to be posted on web 
 



Case Finding Online 

 Court websites 
 U.S. Supreme Court 
 U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal 
 U.S. District Courts – spotty 

 “Free Law Online” 
 See UW Law Library, US. Court Opinions 

 Google Scholar 
 FDsys 

 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/opinions.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/court_locator.aspx
https://lib.law.washington.edu/content/research/usctopin
http://scholar.google.com/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=USCOURTS


FDsys 

 United States Court Opinions collection 
(USCOURTS) 

 Collaborative effort between GPO and 
Admin Office of the US Courts (AOUSC) 

 Dates back to 2004, but earlier years 
incomplete 

 Authenticated  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=USCOURTS


FDsys USCOURTS 

 As of May, 2014: 
 11 Circuit Courts (92%) 
 35 District Courts (37%) 
 41 Bankruptcy Courts (44%) 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=USCOURTS


Fdsys USCOURTS 

 As of May, 2014: 
 9th Circuit - yes 
 Eastern District of Wash – yes 
 Western District of Wash – no 
 Bankruptcy – neither Eastern nor Western 

 What’s the hold up? 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=USCOURTS


Judicial Branch Business 

 Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts 
 Federal Judicial Center 
 Monographs 
 Biographies & history 
 Statistics 

http://www.uscourts.gov/adminoff.html
http://www.fjc.gov/
http://www.fjc.gov/library/fjc_catalog.nsf
http://www.fjc.gov/history/home.nsf/page/index.html
http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/JudicialBusiness/2013.aspx


DELIGHTFUL, DULL, AND 
DOUBLED EDGED 

DOCUMENTS 

Rami Attebury, 

University of  Idaho Library 



DELIGHTFUL 



DULL 



DULL 



DOUBLE-EDGED 



DOUBLE-EDGED 



OOPS! 



WHAT WERE THEY 
THINKING? 



WHAT WERE THEY 
THINKING? 
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