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Northwest Government Information Network

 Spring Meeting

Friday, April 15, 2011

Digital State Archives

Eastern Washington University

Cheney, WA

Going Digital and Getting the Facts:
Working with Digital Documents and the New 2010 Census!
 

Getting Settled-In:  9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
Registration and Refreshments
Washington State Digital Archives, Conference Room
 

Special Guest Speaker:  9:30 am – 10:30 am
WSDA Lead Archivist Debbie Bahn will speak on the history and the work of the Digital Archives.
 Q & A is welcome and encouraged! 
Introductory Information:
Digital Archives Background 
Preserving America's Digital Heritage 
 

Going Digital and Getting the Facts (Part I): Working with Digital Documents (NGIN Discussion Forum):  10:30 am – 12:00 noon
Sharing our experiences, hopes, and concerns for working with the ever growing collections of digital government documents, see for example the Internet Archive, Google Books, and Hathi Trust:

US Gov Docs @ Internet Archive 
Monthly Labor Review 1916 @ Google Books 
Search results for 'Government Printing Office' @ Hathi Trust 
Some questions to stimulate discussion: 

· What impact is digitization having on our professional life? What changes (progress?) have you seen to your own work, to the profession at large? 
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· What do your patrons think about digital documents and the tools they must use to access them?  Are information needs being better met than before? Are we better at getting documents to the people?  Is awareness and trust in government documents growing with improvements to access?

· Does your institution support or integrate access to these resources in its online display? If so, how?  Is it something you would like to see more of?
· Examples from around the web:
· Rebecca Blakeley at McNeese State University experimented with using Google Books to supplement their library's collection after Hurricane Rita:
· FGI March, 2008
· DttP Article, Fall 2009 (See Page 26) 
· The University of Michigan's Mirlyn Catalog includes a unique facet for the Hathi Trust Collection:
· Hathi Trust Facet on U of Michigan's Mirlyn Catalog 
· What concerns do you have about the growing digitization of our "legacy collections"? Are these concerns being recognized by the community, by vendors, by library administrations?
· What digital document resources and tools are you a fan of? What "gems" have you found online that you would like to share with others? 
Going Digital and Getting the Facts (Part II): The 2010 Census, and the New American Fact Finder
The new 2010 census data is rolling out, and the New American Fact Finder is HERE!  To better prepare us for getting the facts to the people, we will take a look at the Census Bureau's great webpage (link below), which includes a brochure, tutorial features, and a virtual tour of the New FactFinder.  Be sure to check it out before the conference, bring your observations and questions to share! 
We will watch the virtual tour together, and then any of other tutorials as we have time.
Explore the New Fact Finder! 
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<In a related note, the Census Bureau is offering seminars (tentatively 4 for this year on Understanding Federal Statistics . If anyone is interested or planning on going, or knows someone that is going please let us know! Any information we could share from this 3-day seminar would certainly be a benefit to us all.>
Lunch:  12 noon - 1:30 p.m.
Business Meeting: 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
· Approval of Agenda
· Minutes of Fall Meeting and Secretary's Report - Robin Clausen 

· Treasurer's Report - Jean Hartman 

· WLA 2011 Conference program on government documents – Justin Otto

· Regional Depository Librarian Report – Lori Thornton 

· Depository Library Council Meeting Report –Justin Otto, Peggy Jarrett, & other attendees 

· Election of 2011/2012 NGIN Officers: president-elect, secretary, treasurer, web-master

· Updates from members 

· Next NGIN meeting?

